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When day broke Captain Comas came up in the tender and called
out to the flag-galley that Don Pedro Vique said that the city was
lost, and for the galleys to get out, die who must, escape who might,
that he would go by land to rejoin them. Having delivered this mes-
sage he (p. 83) went to unlock the chain which hung across the mouth
of Boqueron channel by the fort, and the galleys turned their bows
toward the channel to go out, but when they tried to do so there was
not enough water to permit it.
While they were so engaged, it being broad day by now, voices
called out from Jesamani that our people were defending the bridge,
that Captain Martin Polo had won the day, for the galleys' men to
support and assist him. On hearing this deponents and many
soldiers got into the skiff to go to his relief, and from there they heard
order transmitted from the flag-galley to the Ocasion to do the same.
They saw a great blaze on board the Ocasion and later learned that
a barrel of powder had been set on fire.
As deponents, accompanied by the soldiers who had landed in the
first skiff-load, were proceeding to Captain Martin Polo's support, they
encountered a lot of people who said that the enemy had taken the
bridge and many prisoners with it, that everything was lost beyond
any remedy. On hearing which all the soldiers, and many convicts
who had been unchained and had landed with arms, began to scatter
and every man went his way into the bush to find a road to safety.
Deponents heard that the governor and Don Pedro Vique were
going down the Turbaco road and they went the same way, where
they found Don Pedro, mounted, standing on the highway, of whom
they inquired what his orders were. Don Pedro made no reply.
Deponents went on, in search (p. 84) of the governor. Over a league
from the city they learned that he was ahead of them...
Asked whether they have had other advices than those they have
mentioned to the effect that a greater number of English may have
come to these parts, deponents stated that from the president and
officials of the House of Trade for the Indies, in the city of Seville, a
letter dated the fourth of January came by the advice-boat which
arrived while the Englishman was still in the harbour; which vessel
the governor despatched the night of the second day after it came in,
that the English might not learn of it. This letter brought them news
that, according to advices received from the Canary islands, it is
understood that 70 or 80 or more corsair vessels have crossed to
pillage these Indies, as will appear from the original despatch, which
deponents exhibited, of which a copy was made, to be incorporated
in these records...